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Acronyms 

AGM  Annual General Meeting 

AJT   Alexander John Trees (Lord Trees) 

APHA  Animal and Plant Health Agency 

APPG   All-Party Parliamentary Group 

AR   Anthony Ridge (current PVI) 

BSAVA  British Small Animal Veterinary Association 

BVA  British Veterinary Association 

DEFRA  Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

EUC  European Union Committee (House of Lords) 

FAWC  Farm Animal Welfare Council 

HJ   Hannah Jordan (PVI 2013-2015) 

HoL   House of Lords 

NOAH  National Office of Animal Health 

PVI   Parliamentary Veterinary Intern  

QSD  Question for Short Debate 

RCVS  Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons  

VPRF  Veterinary Policy Research Foundation 
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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND TO THE VPRF 
The Veterinary Policy Research Foundation (VPRF) was set up by Lord Trees to provide a legal 

and financial vehicle which was transparent, subject to good governance and independent of 

Lord Trees’ finances, with the purpose of employing an intern/researcher. It appears to be a 

novel if not unique initiative in the House of Lords. The VPRF is a not-for-profit company 

registered with Companies House and is funded entirely by donations. In addition to providing 

research and administrative support to Lord Trees, it is intended that the internship provides a 

career development opportunity for young vets. Thus, the post is advertised for either 

veterinary students from year three onwards or for qualified vets.  

The work of the VPRF focuses on areas relevant to 

Lord Trees’ expertise and interests, including UK and 

EU policy relating to agriculture, animals, food and 

rural affairs; higher education; energy and 

environment; health services and medicine; 

international development; professional regulation; 

science and technology; tropical medicine; and 

veterinary matters. Lord Trees also has an interest in 

policy affecting the North of England and Scotland, 

and Africa and the Middle East. 

PARLIAMENTARY VETERINARY INTERNSHIP 
In October 2016 the Parliamentary Veterinary Internship (PVI) entered its fourth year. Funding 

for the internship is gratefully received from thirteen sponsors and spending is overseen by the 

Board of Directors.  

The internship pays well over the London Living Wage on a pro rata basis and runs for 1 year 

from October 1 to September 30 with a possibility of a second year renewal. The role is 

advertised, when applicable, in spring to veterinary surgeons and veterinary students from year 

3 onwards and has received a great deal of interest on each occasion.  

Contributions to House of Lords business must be well researched and supported by evidence, 

but Peers appointed to the House of Lords are not provided with any staff support, nor 

allowance for them. The research role of the intern is proving invaluable in this respect as our 

outputs in speeches, questions and publications attest (see review of activities and Appendix 3). 

  

Through the activities of Lord 

Trees in Parliament, the VPRF 

aims to inform, advise and 

revise, and perhaps initiate, UK 

Government and, in so far as is 

possible, EU legislation relevant 

to the veterinary profession.  

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
http://www.parliament.uk/biographies/lords/lord-trees/4260
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BASIC INFORMATION 

VPRF Directors 

NAME ORGANISATION  

Professor the Lord Trees  House of Lords Crossbenches Chair 

Mr. Nick Stace RCVS  

Mr. David Calpin BVA  

Mr. Brian Pound CVS UK Ltd  

Ms. Dawn Howard NOAH  

Dr. Wendy Harrison  Imperial College London  

Lord Richard Best  House of Lords Crossbenches  

 

Current VPRF Donors 

ORGANISATION 

British Small Animal Veterinary Association (BSAVA) 

British Veterinary Association (BVA) 

CVS UK Ltd 

Goddard Vet Group  

Medivet Group Ltd 

National Office of Animal Health (NOAH) 

Professor the Lord Trees of the Ross 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) 

The Royal Veterinary College 

University of Glasgow, School of Veterinary Medicine 

University of Liverpool, School of Veterinary Science 

University of Nottingham, School of Veterinary Medicine and Science 

Willows Veterinary Group Ltd 

 

Lord Trees would like to express his gratitude to the sponsors and directors who have made the 

Veterinary Policy Research Foundation and the Parliamentary Veterinary Internship possible.  

Parliamentary Veterinary Interns 

Hannah Jordan October 2013 – September 2015 

Anthony Ridge (current) October 2015 – September 2017 

  

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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ANNUAL REPORT 2015/16 

OBJECTIVES FOR THE YEAR 

In order to operate most effectively we are required to respond to new political or professional 

developments that arise through the year. As such the majority of our work is reactive and the 

extent to which were are able to plan the years activities in detail is limited. Nevertheless, 

following the VPRF AGM on 20th January 2016 the 

following objectives were set for 2016: 

A. To secure Employer Liability Insurance and 

Trustee Indemnity Insurance for the VPRF 

B. To investigate legal requirements for a pension 

scheme for the Parliamentary Veterinary Intern 

C. Create a fact file on antimicrobial usage and 

resistance in the UK 

D. Support global eradication of rabies 

E. Convene a meeting to highlight and address 

concerns relating to disillusionment in the 

veterinary profession 

F. Secure a debate on animal welfare in the House of 

Lords 

We are pleased to announce that objectives A-E have 

been completed. Objective F is ongoing. 

A: Employer Liability Insurance and Trustee Indemnity Insurance policies were purchased in 

February 2016 and are due for renewal in February 2017. 

B: In line with legal requirements the Parliamentary Veterinary Intern will be automatically 

enrolled onto a pension scheme on 1st July 2017.  

C: A detailed fact file on antimicrobial usage and resistance has been created and is publically 

available on our website. 

D: On 24 February 2016 we hosted the Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC) for the launch of 

the End Rabies Now campaign aiming to eliminate canine-transmitted cases of human rabies by 

2030. Lord Trees now sits on the GARC advisory board and is a member of the WHO Zoonotic 

Neglected Tropical Diseases (WHO zNTD) working group (see page 25)  

E: We convened a meeting on disillusionment in veterinary practice at the House of Lord on 14 

September 2016. Young veterinarians (4-6 years qualified) were invited and the meeting was 

heavily oversubscribed. Over half of attendees had roles outside of clinical practice including 

several working outside of the veterinary sector. A news article reporting on the discussion was 

written by the parliamentary intern and published in the Veterinary Record (see page 19).  

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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F: We submitted two debate titles on animal welfare to the crossbench ballots for debates during 

the course of the year but neither was successful. Lord Trees gave a speech on animal welfare in 

the Lords chamber during a debate on the Queens’ Speech. We continue to seek appropriate 

opportunities to promote the value of animal welfare to society and are currently gathering 

information for a fact file. 

Further to our objectives, our previous fact file on non-stun slaughter has been updated to include 

new figures and we have also created a fact file on the implications of Brexit for the veterinary 

profession including impacts on higher education and research sectors. 

REVIEW OF SPONSORSHIP 
We are very pleased to welcome the Glasgow University School of Veterinary Medicine as a new 

sponsor starting in October 2016. 

A table showing sponsors and their contributions is included below. A formal, un-audited financial 

report produced by our accountant, Kelly Accounting, is supplementary to this report.  

SPONSOR 
YEAR (1st Oct – 30th Sept) Total 

pledged (£) 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

British Small Animal 
Veterinary Association 

5,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000  9,000 

British Veterinary 
Association 

4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000  20,000 

CVS UK Ltd 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500   10,000 

Glasgow Veterinary 
School 

n/a n/a n/a 1,000 1,000 1,000 3,000 

Goddard Veterinary 
Group 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000  5,000 

Liverpool Veterinary 
School 

2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 12,000 

Professor the Lord 
Trees 

1,000 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 8,500 

Medivet 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,500  12,500 

National Office of 
Animal Health (NOAH) 

5,000 5,000 4,000 4,000 4,000  22,000 

Nottingham Veterinary 
School 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000  5,000 

Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons 

10,000 10,000 10,000    30,000 

Royal Veterinary 
College 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000   4,000 

Willows Veterinary 
Group 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 6,000 

Total pledged (£) 36,000 32,500 31,500 22,500 19,000 5,500 147,000 

Black = Sponsorship received with thanks 
Red = Pledged but not paid 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 

October 2016 was the beginning of Lord Trees’ fifth year in the House of Lords and was the fourth 

year of the Parliamentary Veterinary Internship (PVI). Lord Trees (AJT) usually attends Parliament 

for 3 days a week from Tuesday to Thursday when the House is sitting. The House of Lords does 

not usually sit on a Friday. In order to meet an increasing workload and with agreement from 

directors the parliamentary intern role was extended from three day per week to four days per 

week starting in from May 2016. This is subject to ongoing review. 

AJT attended  79/142 (56%) possible attendances from October 2012-2013 
    76/139 (55%) possible attendances from October 2013-2014 
    73/136 (54%) possible attendances from October 2014-2015 
    75/146 (51%) possible attendances from October 2015- 2016  

26/59 (44%) possible attendances from October 2016 to 31/01/2017 (ongoing) 
 
 

Source: Lords Registry System 

 
 
PVI attended  103 working days from October 2013-2014 
    102 working days from October 2014-2015 

117 working days from October 2015-2016 
    47 working days from October 2016- 31/01/2017 (ongoing) 

Source: PVI diary 

 

  

BREXIT AND RESEARCH FUNDING 

Written Question by Lord Trees: 7 July 2016 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the result of the 

referendum on the UK’s membership of the EU and the possible 

consequences of that result for research funding in the UK, what priority 

they intend to give to research funding in the forthcoming negotiations. 

Answered by Baroness Neville-Rolfe (Department for Business, 

Innovation and Skills): 13 July 2016 

The UK economy is fundamentally strong and UK research and innovation 

are world leading. The Government will continue working with the research 

community to make the strongest possible case for higher education, 

research and innovation in the coming negotiation. 

Lords Hansard 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
http://lordsregistry.parliament.uk/attendance
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HOUSE OF LORDS BUSINESS 

There are a number of ways in which a member of the House of Lords can exert influence on 

Government and its legislation. These include speaking in debates; initiating debates; tabling 

written questions; asking oral questions; and participating in committee business. In addition, 

there are a number of informal means of influence such as private meetings with Government or 

Shadow Ministers, participating in All-Party Parliamentary Group meetings and writing in 

appropriate publications.  

Debates fall into two main types: debates on Government legislation and Questions for Short 

Debate (QSDs). Only the latter can be initiated by individual Peers.  

LIST OF ALL LORD TREES’ DIRECT CONTRIBUTIONS TO PARLIAMENARY BUSINESS 

DATE CONTRIBUTION DETAILS 

11/01/13 Maiden Speech Debate - Leveson Inquiry 

30/01/13 Speech QSD - Health: Neglected Tropical Diseases 

24/07/13 Speech QSD - Antibiotic-Resistant Bacterial Infections 

29/10/13 Speech 
2nd Reading: Antisocial behaviour, Crime and Policing Bill 
(Dangerous Dogs Act) 

11/11/13 Written question Animals: Rabies 

20/11/13 Speech QSD - Animal Welfare: Cats and Dogs 

09/12/13 Speech QSD - Badgers: Bovine Tuberculosis 

14/01/14 
Amendment 86B &C 
(not moved) 

Report Stage: Antisocial behaviour, Crime and Policing Bill 
(Dangerous Dogs Act) 

16/01/14 Speech  QSD - Animal Welfare: Methods of Slaughter (initiated) 

06/02/14 Speech QSD - Health: Neglected Tropical Diseases 

25/03/14 Written question Vets: Language controls 

16/05/14 Email debate 
House Magazine debate with Lord Sheikh (Non-stun 
slaughter) 

25/06/14 Oral question Bovine Tuberculosis (initiated) 

03/07/14 Speech Debate - Rural Economy – motion to take note 

17/07/14 Written question Birds of prey (Vultures and Diclofenac) 

24/07/14 Speech 
Debate - Agriculture and Food Industry – motion to take 
note 

06/11/14 Speech QSD - EU: Counting the Cost of Food Waste (EUC Report) 

18/11/14 
Amendment 92A 
(withdrawn) 

Committee Stage: Deregulation Bill (Breeding of Dogs Act 
1973) 

15/1/15 Oral question Milk production 

22/1/15 Speech 
Debate - Microchipping of Dogs (England) Regulations 2015 
– motion to consider 

04/03/15 Written question Reptiles 

04/03/15 Written question Animal welfare: prosecutions 

15/7/15 Oral question Hunting Act 

17/9/15 Speech QSD - Dairy Industry 

22/10/15 Speech QSD - Lyme disease 

09/11/15 Oral question Dog breeding – and internet sales/exotic pet welfare 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130111-0001.htm#13011147000298
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130130-0002.htm#13013083000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130724-gc0001.htm#13072463000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029-0003.htm#1310306000206
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029-0003.htm#1310306000206
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111w0001.htm#1311115000106
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131120-0002.htm#131120112000102
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131209-gc0001.htm#13120920000144
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140114-0002.htm#14011476000924
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140114-0002.htm#14011476000924
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140116-gc0001.htm#14011665000498
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140206-gc0001.htm#14020664000313
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140325w0001.htm#14032572000235
http://www.politicshome.com/uk/article/98023/dialogue_morals_and_the_meat_industry_.html
http://www.politicshome.com/uk/article/98023/dialogue_morals_and_the_meat_industry_.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140625-0001.htm#14062539000166
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140703-0002.htm#14070367000193
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140717w0001.htm#14071752000137
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724-0002.htm#14072440000115
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141106-0003.htm#14110656000246
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141118-gc0001.htm#14111860000403
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/141118-gc0001.htm#14111860000403
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150115-0001.htm#15011571000279
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/150122-gc0001.htm#15012277000108
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/?page=1&max=20&questiontype=AllQuestions&house=commons%2clords&use-dates=True&answered-from=2014-07-01&answered-to=2015-10-01&member=4260
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/?page=1&max=20&questiontype=AllQuestions&house=commons%2clords&use-dates=True&answered-from=2014-07-01&answered-to=2015-10-01&member=4260
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150715-0001.htm#15071539000430
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/150917-0001.htm#15091736000735
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151022-gc0001.htm#15102254000501
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151109-0001.htm#1511093000349
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DATE CONTRIBUTION DETAILS 

15/12/15 Speech 
Debate – Welfare of Animals at the Time of Killing (England) 
Regulations 2015 – motion to regret 

01/02/16 Speech QSD: Neglected Tropical Disease (initiated) 

02/02/16 Oral question Zika virus 

20/04/16 Speech QSD - Horserace Betting Right 

19/05/2016 Written Question Slaughterhouses: Animal Welfare (CCTV) 

26/05/2016 Speech 
Debate – The Queen’s Speech: economic affairs, energy, 
environment, local government and transport (spoke on 
animal welfare priorities) 

07/07/2016 Written Question Research: Finance 

20/07/2016 Oral question Brexit: UK Universities 

15/09/2016 Speech QSD - Antimicrobial Resistance 

  

DOG BREEDING AND PUPPY SMUGGLING 

Oral Question by Lord Trees: 7 July 2016 

My Lords, in recent years we have seen the emergence of major new threats to our pet 

animal health. We have seen the growth of the internet trade, which can be easily 

exploited by unscrupulous sellers, to the detriment of the health of the animals; we have 

seen the growth in the fashion for exotic animals as pets, which for the most part are 

totally unsuitable; and we have seen the emergence of puppy-smuggling, mainly from 

eastern Europe, under the guise of the pet travel scheme, which is detrimental to the 

health of the puppies, and a threat to our biosecurity and, indeed, to public health. Many 

feel that our current legislation is inadequate to control these threats. What are the 

Government planning to do to counteract these threats? 

Answered by Lord Gardiner of Kimble (Department for Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs)  

My Lords, one of the reasons we wish to update the Pet Animals Act 1951, which sets 

controls on pet animals, is that pets are of course now traded online. We would make it 

clear that anyone trading pets online as part of a business is indeed operating a pet shop 

and should be licensed accordingly. On the question of pet imports, there is both the pet 

travel scheme for dogs, cats and ferrets and the Balai directive, which is about the rules 

governing the commercial trade and import of animals. We are working on this: the Chief 

Veterinary Officer has been in dialogue with Lithuania, Romania and Hungary, and we are 

seeking improvements. 

Lords Hansard 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151215-0003.htm#15121562000160
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/151215-0003.htm#15121562000160
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160201-0002.htm#16020133000302
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldhansrd/text/160202-0001.htm#16020267000503
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-04-20/debates/16042049000139/HorseraceBettingRight#contribution-16042049000071
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-05-19/HL147/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-05-25/debates/16052530000497/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech#contribution-16052541000022
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-05-25/debates/16052530000497/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech#contribution-16052541000022
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-07-07/HL1073/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-07-20/debates/16072030000565/BrexitUKUniversities#contribution-16072030000041
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-09-15/debates/16091542000350/Drug-ResistantInfections#contribution-16091542000176
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26/10/2016 Written Questions x4 

Animals: Post mortems 

Veterinary scanning surveillance number of samples 

Veterinary scanning surveillance proportionality 

Dangerous dogs 

Use of Community Protection Notices 

Efficacy of Community Protection Notices 

03/11/2016 Speech 
Debate - Brexit: Impact on Universities and Scientific 
research - motion to take note 

27/11/2016 Speech 
Debate –  Immigration: Overseas Students - motion to take 
note 

22/11/2016 Speech 
Debate – Agricultural Sector (EU Committee Report) - 
motion to take note 

29/11/2016 Written Question Poultry: Slaughterhouses 

11/01/2017 Speech QSD – Equine Welfare Standards 

16/01/2017 Oral question Animal welfare: penalties 

16/01/2017 Speech 
Debate – Brexit: Fisheries (EUC Report) – motion to take 
note 

   

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-26/HL2711/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-26/HL2712/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-26/HL2709/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-26/HL2710/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-11-03/debates/92A8358C-3790-4F39-B33F-650A977CF7CB/BrexitImpactOnUniversitiesAndScientificResearch#contribution-7C32F6E1-4AB5-4CD3-A5E6-458CC298F6B2
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-11-03/debates/92A8358C-3790-4F39-B33F-650A977CF7CB/BrexitImpactOnUniversitiesAndScientificResearch#contribution-7C32F6E1-4AB5-4CD3-A5E6-458CC298F6B2
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-11-17/debates/6E52B411-2105-449F-912E-BA6CBDABF0B0/ImmigrationOverseasStudents#contribution-C7A8A3D2-94A8-4D03-BA38-18A9B0644E49
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-11-22/debates/436AB8F4-5557-457E-9768-CD01D2B8F98A/AgriculturalSector(EUCReport)#contribution-A9F5691B-E084-4992-B126-EB4C03DF1392
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-29/HL3684/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2017-01-11/debates/CB1F9921-C5FE-40AB-9F75-142CDCC42320/EquineWelfareStandards#contribution-2F2A5A2E-7C38-4DE1-84AE-C415EA37C721
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2017-01-16/debates/EAB983CE-2BF0-4C6B-A4E1-ABD8E58DF0CD/AnimalWelfarePenalties#contribution-ABF60156-0A55-4E12-9C6B-E70665C25345
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2017-01-16/debates/2705C651-928C-4266-9323-EC781E16F44D/BrexitFisheries(EUCReport)#contribution-52BA2779-BF0B-46EC-90BE-CFBC8CFCE388
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PARLIAMENARY AND ASSOCIATED EVENTS HOSTED IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS  

 

DATE EVENT 

Oct 2015 Rural Economy Research Group, Annual House of Lords Meeting 

Jan 2016 VPRF Annual General Meeting 2016 

Feb 2016 Global Alliance for Rabies Control – Launch of End Rabies Now Campaign 

June 2016 

Veterinary Marketing Association – Meeting and lunch 

Protein Challenge 2040 Meeting - promoting sustainable protein supply 

Humane Slaughter Association reception 

Sept 2016 
European Society of Veterinary Orthopaedics and Traumatology - Speakers’ dinner 

House of Lords Veterinary Graduate Meeting on Disillusionment 

  

CCTV IN SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Written Question by Lord Trees: 19 May 2016 

To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to require all abattoirs to have 

CCTV recordings of the slaughter process in the interests of animal welfare, and to require 

storage of such recordings and access to them by third parties. 

Answered by Lord Gardiner of Kimble (Department for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs): 3 June 2016 

The primary responsibility for protecting animal welfare in slaughterhouses rests with 

business operators, who must have operating procedures in place to prevent animals 

suffering avoidable pain, suffering and distress. Business operators must also have 

appropriate monitoring procedures in place. 

The vast majority of animals are slaughtered in slaughterhouses which have CCTV present, 

so the Government is not currently persuaded of the case for introducing regulation which 

would require all abattoirs to have CCTV, but we are keeping the issue under review. 

In their report last year, the Farm Animal Welfare Committee recommended that CCTV 

should be retained, by the slaughterhouse, for a period of at least three months and the 

Government supports that recommendation. Official Veterinarians of the Food Standards 

Agency are present in all approved slaughterhouses to monitor and ensure operators 

comply with strict animal welfare regulations and have the power to seize CCTV footage 

if they suspect a breach of welfare standards. 

Lords Hansard 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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PARLIAMENTARY AND ASSOCIATED EVENTS ATTENDED  

DATE EVENT 

Oct 2015 

Send A Cow dinner (member of Advisory Group)  

BVA Parliamentary briefing (intern attended)  

BVA TB briefing (intern attended)  

Surrey Vet School opening ceremony 

Nov 2015 

Blue Cross/Born Free launch – “One click away” report into online sale of exotic animals  

WWF Reception  

World Horse Welfare 2015 Conference  

Parliamentary and Scientific Committee Annual Lunch with Guest of Honour Paul Nurse  

Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture conference (intern attended) 

EurActive Roundtable – How would Brexit affect British farming? (intern attended)  

RCVS President’s reception and dinner  

Laboratory Animal Science Association conference, Brighton (keynote speaker)  

Institute of Agricultural Management Conference: Managing Price Volatility  

Companion Animal Sectors Council meeting (intern attended)  

NFU Bovine TB parliamentary briefing (intern attended) 

Dec 2015    APHA/DEFRA 150 years of state veterinary medicine event (intern attended) 

Jan 2016 

British Guild for Agricultural Journalists – President’s receptions and debate on impact 
on rural businesses of Britain leaving the European Union. 

London Centre for Neglected Tropical Disease Research conference (intern attended) 

Feb 2016 

Medical Detection Dog demonstration – Speaker’s House (intern attended) 

Lord Speaker’s Lecture: Jimmy Carter – Global Eradication of Guinea-Worm 

BVA London Dinner – intern attended 

Pet Food Manufacturers Association – House of Commons annual lunch 

VMD Antimicrobial Resistance Summit (intern attended) 

May 2016 

British Poultry Council – Launch of report on antimicrobial usage (intern attended) 
League against cruel sports – parliamentary reception on dog fighting 

NOAH – 30th Anniversary Dinner and prize giving (intern attended) 

June 2016 

BVA Animal Welfare Forum (intern attended) 

RSPCA Parliamentary Reception (intern attended) 

Plymouth Marine Laboratory Reception (intern attended) 

Policy-UK conference: Antimicrobial Resistance (intern attended) 

July 2016 
VMD Open Day (intern attended) 

NFU Parliamentary reception 

Sept 2016 VMD/FSA antimicrobial resistance government response meeting 

  

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES AND MEETINGS 

EUROPEAN UNION COMMITTEE 

The European Union Committee of the House of Lords is comprised of the EU Select Committee and six 
subcommittees dealing with different policy areas. Together they work to scrutinise the UK 
Government’s policies and actions with respect to the EU. They consider and seek to influence the 
development of policies and draft laws proposed by the EU institutions and more generally represent 
the House of Lords in its dealings with the EU institutions and other Member States. They also run 
inquiries and produce several types of publications. Reports are well respected in Parliament as sources 
of high quality information on topics relating to the EU and the introduction of each report to the House 
is accompanied by a debate that serves to highlight its major finding. 

 

Lord Trees currently sits on two EU committees in the House of Lords: The EU Select Committee (2015-
present) which meets every week to scrutinise high level EU business and to provide oversight of the six 
EU subcommittees and the EU Subcommittee for Energy and Environment (2014-present) which meets 
weekly to scrutinise EU policy relevant to its subject remit. 

 

Since the UK referendum decision on 23 June 2016 to leave the UK the committees have engaged in a 
series of short inquiries to inform government opinion on the impacts which leaving the EU may have 
on the UK. 

 

REPORTS TO WHICH LORD TREES HAS CONTRIBUTED 

House of Lord EU Select Committee 

The referendum on UK membership of the EU: assessing the reform process – Published July 2015 

The EU referendum and EU reform – Published March 2016 

The process of withdrawing from the European Union – Published May 2016 

Children in crisis: unaccompanied migrant children in the EU - Published July 2016 

Brexit: parliamentary scrutiny – Published October 2016 

Brexit: UK-Irish relations – Published December 2016 

Brexit: options for trade – Published December 2016 

Brexit: acquired rights - Published December 2016 

Brexit: financial services - Published December 2016 

Brexit: future UK–EU security and police cooperation - Published December 2016 

Brexit: Gibraltar – Inquiry in progress 

Brexit: Crown Dependencies – Inquiry in progress 

Brexit: Agriculture – Inquiry in progress 

  

House of Lords EU Subcommittee for Energy and Environment (formerly Agriculture, Fisheries, 
Environment and Energy) 

The north sea under pressure: is regional marine cooperation the answer – Published March 2015 

EU energy governance – Published December 2015 

Responding to price volatility: creating a more resilient agricultural sector – Published May 2016 

Brexit: fisheries – Published December 2016 

Brexit: environment and climate change – Inquiry in progress 

 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldselect/ldeucom/30/30.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldselect/ldeucom/122/122.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldselect/ldeucom/138/138.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeucom/34/34.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeucom/50/50.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeucom/76/76.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeucom/72/72.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeucom/82/82.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeucom/81/81.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeucom/77/77.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-select-committee-/inquiries/parliament-2015/brexit-gibraltar/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-select-committee-/inquiries/parliament-2015/brexit-crown-dependencies/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-energy-environment-subcommittee/inquiries/parliament-2015/brexit-agriculture/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldselect/ldeucom/137/137.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldselect/ldeucom/71/71.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201516/ldselect/ldeucom/146/146.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeucom/78/78.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-energy-environment-subcommittee/inquiries/parliament-2015/brexit-environment-and-climate-change/
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OTHER PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES 

Parliamentary & Scientific Committee 

APPG for Ancient Woodland and Veteran Trees 

APPG for Animal Welfare (APGAW) - treasurer 

APPG for Antibiotics 

APPG for Beef and Lamb 

APPG for Dairy 

APPG for Eggs, Pigs and Poultry 

APPG for Science and Technology in Agriculture 

APPG for Sustainable development goals 

APPG for Universities 

AD-HOC PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS 

Defra Minister – Lord Gardiner 

Defra, Chief Veterinary Officer – Nigel Gibbens 

APHA -  Simon Hall, Richard Irvine 

British Veterinary Association – Sean Wensley and others 

British Veterinary Zoological Society – Mark Stidworthy and Michael Stanford 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons – Bradley Viner, Chris Tufnell, Nick Stace and others 

Royal Veterinary College – Stuart Reid 

University of Glasgow – Ewan Cameron 

RSPCA – David Bowles, Rachel Williams 

Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC) – Kevin Doran and others 

Lucy Parry - PhD Student, Hunting 

Lord Hodgson of Astley Abbotts – Welfare of Animals at Time of Killing Regulations 

Baroness Watkins of Tavistock - Nursing 

Dick Sibley – Bovine tuberculosis 

Marc Abraham – Dog Welfare 

Ipsen Pharmaceuticals –  Discussion of pharmaceutical development and use of animals in research 

RSA insurance – Briefing on preferred referral network 

 

 

NON-PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES AND OTHER ROLES 

Foundation for Science and Technology – Council member 

RCVS Fellowships Appointment Group (FAG) – Chair 

Moredun Research Institute, Edinburgh – Chair of Board 

Veterinary Record and In Practice (BMJ publications) – Veterinary Editor in Chief 

Pet Plan Charitable Trust – Trustee 

Zoonoses in Emerging Livestock Systems (ZELS) Independent Program Advisory Group (ZIPAG) – Chair 

Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC) Advisory Board – member 

World Health Organisation Zoonotic Neglected Tropical Disease (zNTD) working group - member 

 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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NON-PARLIAMENTARY EVENTS ATTENDED 

DATE DETAILS 

02/03/2016 
Foundation for Science and Technology debate: Practical applications of 
forensic science – intern attended 

7-10/04/2016 British Small Animal Veterinary Association (BSAVA) Congress 

20/04/2016 CVS Board Meeting – intern attended 

20/04/2016 RVC Fellows Dinner 

27/04/2016 
Foundation for Science and Technology debate: UK infrastructure – intern 
attended 

03/05/2016 
Foundation for Science and Technology debate: EU membership and scientific 
research – intern attended 

16/05/2016 Royal Society of Edinburgh – Honorary Fellowship induction ceremony 

17/05/2016 Central Veterinary Society – Annual Dinner 

25/06/2016 
National Office of Animal Health (NOAH) 30th Anniversary Dinner – intern 
attended 

04/07/2016 Vet Futures Summit, London – intern attended 

13/09/2016 RSTMH Meeting, Cambridge – Inaugural Soulsby Lecture given on One Health 

  

 

 

  

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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VPRF NEWS 

INTERN FILMED FOR BVA VETERINARY VIEW SERIES 

Parliamentary Veterinary Intern Anthony Ridge was interviewed outside the Palace of 

Westminster for a British Veterinary Association (BVA) video exploring the wide ranging career 

opportunities available to veterinarians. The video “Where can a veterinary degree take you?” 

was produced in association with ITN Productions and also featured Hannah Jordan, 

Parliamentary Veterinary Intern 2013-2015.  

 

Anthony described the veterinary degree as a practical applied science degree. He emphasised 

that it is possible to apply the knowledge and skills obtained from a veterinary degree both in 

clinical practice and more broadly at a society level. 

The full video is available here: 

https://www.bva.co.uk/news-campaigns-and-policy/newsroom/veterinary-view/  

FACT-FILES 

We have added two new fact files to our website this year: 

Brexit: Veterinary implications – This document brings together factual information relating to 

the impacts of Brexit on veterinarians. It contains sections on EU legislation, Workforce, RCVS 

impact, Pharmaceuticals, Surveillance and biosecurity, Animal Welfare, Food and farming and 

Research and was drawn together from a wide variety of sources including HM Government, BVA, 

RCVS, NOAH, NFU, RSPCA and The Royal Society). 

Antimicrobial Resistance – This document provides a factual summary of mainly quantitative 

information relating to antibiotic usage and antibiotic resistance in the UK in animals and humans. 

The report primarily focuses on Campylobacter spp, Salmonella spp and E. coli which are 

commonly found in animals and capable of transmitting to and causing disease in humans. The 

report also brings together information on current activities being undertaken by the UK 

Government, human and veterinary healthcare professions and the animal industries to combat 

the negative impacts of antibiotic resistance on human and animal health. 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
https://www.bva.co.uk/news-campaigns-and-policy/newsroom/veterinary-view/
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Our fact file on Non-stun slaughter has also been updated to include new figures on the estimated 

numbers of animals killed annually without stunning and new legislative requirements brought in 

by the Welfare of Animals at Time of Killing Regulation 2015. 

DIARY OF A PARLIAMENTARY INTERN 

As in previous years. The intern has continued to submit regular diary articles to the Veterinary 

Record careers section. These articles publicise the activities of the Parliamentary Veterinary 

Intern, promote the work of Lord Trees and encourage veterinarians to consider a diverse range 

of career options.  

Anthony’s first article: Aspirations – October 2015 

First impressions of the internship – December 2015 

The veterinary parliamentary consultation – January 2016 

Veterinary role in global rabies elimination – February 2016 

Antimicrobial resistance and the veterinary profession – April 2016 

A day in the life of the Parliamentary Veterinary Intern – June 2016 

The State Opening of Parliament and Animal Welfare – June 2016 

Brexit and its implications for vets – August 2016 

EU select committee and its role in Brexit negotiations – September 2016 

Considering a future career outside of clinical practice – January 2017 

  

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/177/15/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/177/22/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/178/5/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/178/5/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/178/9/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/178/9/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/178/14/ii.full.pdf
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/178/23/ii.full
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/178/23/ii.full
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/178/26/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/178/26/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/179/6/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/179/12/ii.full.pdf+html
http://veterinaryrecord.bmj.com/content/180/4/ii.full.pdf+html
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BREXIT AND UK UNIVERSITIES 

Figure 1: Lord Trees speaking in the House of Lords Chamber (standing on left) on 20 July 2016 

Lord Trees has made several contributions to the House of Lords chamber this session highlighting 

the importance of a strong internationally focused higher education and research sector. This 

included the following contribution to an Oral Question on Brexit and UK universities on 20 July 

2016.  

“My Lords, in my field of veterinary science, nearly 25% of the academic staff in 

veterinary schools in the UK are EU nationals, and I do not think that that figure is 

untypical of many university departments throughout the UK in many different fields. 

These staff make a crucial contribution to our teaching and research and are essential 

for the international exchange which maintains our academic excellence. Can the 

Minister reassure us that, leading up to Brexit and beyond, universities will still be 

able to enjoy the benefits of the contributions that our overseas colleagues can 

make?” 

 

Lord Trees 

Members expressed approval “Hear hear!” 

“I can certainly reassure the noble Lord on that point. Indeed, yesterday the Home 

Secretary, Amber Rudd, said that she did not believe that EU citizens currently living 

in the UK will have their right to stay withdrawn. I reiterate that it is very important 

that we keep the best people who are working here, because that is very important 

for the economy.”  

Viscount Younger of Leckie,  

Lords Spokesperson (Department for 

Education, Higher Education) 

Image sources: http://parliamentlive.tv/Lords  

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
http://parliamentlive.tv/Lords
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DISILLUSIONMENT AMONG YOUNG VETS: CAUSES AND POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS 

On 14 September 2016 we hosted an event at the House of Lords at attended by 40 young 

veterinarians to discuss disillusionment in clinical veterinary practice. Perhaps uniquely for an 

event of its kind, half the delegates of the meeting were veterinarians not working in clinical 

practice and this included several graduates currently working outside the veterinary sector. A 

news article, written by Anthony Ridge and summarising the major findings was published in the 

Veterinary Record in October 2016 and is copied below:  

 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE 

This year we have published a new Fact File on antimicrobial resistance summarising quantitative 

information relating to antibiotic usage and antibiotic resistance in the UK in animals and humans. 

On 15 September 2016 Lord Trees drew on information from this fact file to deliver a speech in 

the House during a debate on “drug-resistant infections”. He highlighted the relatively low 

contribution of UK animal antibiotic usage to the global threat of antimicrobial resistance, 

described progress being made in the UK animal health sector to improve responsible antibiotic 

use and stressed the need for a global, One Health response. A transcript of the speech is copied 

below: 

 

My Lords, I join others in congratulating the noble Lord, Lord Lansley, on securing this debate, 

which, I dare to suggest, in terms of the significance of the global problem that we are discussing, 

is one of the most important that we have had in this House for some time. 

I begin with a quotation: 

“This enquiry has been an alarming experience, which leaves us convinced that resistance to 

antibiotics and other anti-infective agents constitutes a major threat to public health, and ought 

to be recognised as such more widely than it is at present”. 

That is not a quote from the O’Neill report; it is the opening statement of the summary of 

recommendations from the seventh report of the House of Lords Science and Technology 

Committee, published in 1998 and entitled Resistance to Antibiotics and Other Antimicrobial 

Agents. The inquiry was chaired by my friend, mentor and fellow vet Lord Soulsby of Swaffham 

Prior, who retired from the House at Christmas. The report went on to make a number of 

recommendations that have an uncanny similarity to the ones we are now considering in the 

O’Neill report. Such is the nature of human progress; it takes us a while to become convinced of 

emerging threats. 

I wholeheartedly welcome the O’Neill report, and the political support that it received from the 

last Prime Minister deserves commendation. In common with other noble Lords, I also 

congratulate Dame Sally Davies on her championing of this important issue. If antimicrobial 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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resistance was a serious problem in 1998, its significance has increased enormously since, 

especially as a result of globalisation and a dramatic increase in the large-scale movement of 

people. 

I shall focus my remarks in this debate on the veterinary aspects of this issue and focus particularly 

on bacterial resistance to antibiotics—which I shall refer to as “antibiotic resistance”—which is a 

problem in human health, as we are hearing, that is relevant to antibiotic use in animals. In that 

context, I should point out that the estimates of the costs that have been quoted already, 

provided by the consultants to the O’Neill commission, in terms of human life and in financial 

terms—10 million deaths per year by 2050 and a cost of US $100 trillion, truly shocking figures—

refer to antimicrobial resistance. That is to say, they include such problems as resistance to 

protozoa, malaria, viruses such as HIV, as well as bacteria such as the human tubercle bacillus, all 

of which are huge causes of human morbidity and mortality, but there is no connection with 

chemotherapy in animals. 

None the less, there are undoubtedly substantial human health problems which relate to bacteria 

which also affect animals and where animal usage has been implicated as a source of resistant 

strains. These particularly involve bacteria associated with gastro-enteric infections and the 

environment, such as E. coli, campylobacter and MRSA. 

As the O’Neill commission laid out, the solutions to this problem involve reductions in drug usage, 

the development of new therapeutic and diagnostic agents and vaccines and the application of a 

global approach. I shall deal with those issues in that order and, as I said, mainly from a veterinary 

aspect. 

First, I assure the House that, with respect to the UK and the EU, the veterinary bodies take the 

issue of antibiotic resistance very seriously. There are numerous high-level initiatives to reduce 

antibiotic usage in animals and to ensure their responsible use when necessary for animal health 

and welfare. In the UK and the EU, antibiotics are available only on prescription, and I assure the 

noble Lord, Lord Lansley, that the use of any antibiotics for growth promotion has been banned 

in Europe and the UK since 2006. Certain antibiotics critical for human use are still in veterinary 

use, such as fluoroquinolones and third and fourth-generation cephalosporins, and they are 

receiving particular attention from the veterinary community. 

The Veterinary Medicines Directorate of Defra, the British Veterinary Association and its 

subdivisions, the British Small Animal Veterinary Association and the British Equine Veterinary 

Association, the National Office of Animal Health and an organisation called RUMA—the 

Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture Alliance—as well as industry organisations, have all 

been active in recent years in promoting the responsible use of antibiotics and in promoting and 

introducing measures accurately to record and reduce their usage. Indeed, the Royal College of 

Veterinary Surgeons has incorporated in its guide to professional conduct a professional 

obligation on vets to use responsibly all antimicrobials, so it could be a matter which triggers a 

professional disciplinary offence. 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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The British Poultry Council, which represents 90% of the poultry meat industry, established an 

antibiotics stewardship programme in 2011, which introduced a voluntary ban on cephalosporins 

in 2012, and is committed to reduce fluoroquinolone use and cease all use of colistin in British 

poultry, which two noble Lords have mentioned. It reported a 44% drop in total antimicrobial 

usage between 2012 and 2015, despite a 5% increase in poultry meat production. 

All those measures are to be commended, and the total usage of antibiotics in the UK in animals 

is substantially less than that in humans. Progress shows what can be done, but we cannot be 

complacent, and more needs to be done, as I shall discuss. Suffice it to say that total antibiotic 

usage in animals in the UK is now close to the 50 milligram per kilogram target suggested in the 

O’Neill report. The veterinary profession is committed to continue these trends in the interests of 

public health while at the same time balancing the legitimate need to protect animal health, 

welfare and food production. 

There is an urgent need in veterinary as well as human medicine to develop better diagnostics 

and better vaccines for infectious diseases, as the O’Neill commission urged and several noble 

Lords have said. These have the potential substantially to reduce the use of antibiotics. For 

example, the burgeoning aquaculture industry, particularly salmon farming, has made a 

remarkable reduction in antibacterial usage in the UK. Despite a huge increase in productivity 

from about 60 million tonnes in 1993 to 180 million tonnes in 2014, antibiotic usage in the sector 

is now very low. It is about one to two tonnes per year, which may sound quite a lot, but I assure 

your Lordships that it is small compared to the 419 tonnes total in all animals in the UK and 531 

tonnes in humans—those are the 2013 figures. That progress in aquaculture has been achieved 

mainly by the development of vaccines and other management processes. 

That is what is happening in the UK and Europe, but to reduce antibiotic resistance by reducing 

and controlling usage it is essential that action takes place on a global scale. There are no 

restrictions on antibiotic usage in animals or humans in many parts of the world, including in areas 

where there may be particularly high densities of human and animal populations and very high 

levels of contact between the two. Resistant strains which arise by natural selection in animals or 

humans due to uncontrolled use of antibiotics anywhere in the world can arrive in the UK within 

hours. About 60 million people per year travel through Heathrow airport alone, each carrying 

millions of microbes on two legs, many of which may have been acquired only hours previously. 

The O’Neill commission rightly emphasised this fact, even in the title of its report, Tackling Drug-

Resistant Infections Globally. Whatever we do here in the UK—already a lot is being done in both 

the medical and veterinary worlds, but we need to do more—will be rendered ineffectual because 

of global human traffic, and we will not eliminate health risks anywhere unless we can secure 

concerted global action to address that. 

At the same time as encouraging responsible use of antibiotics, there is an urgent need to discover 

and develop new antibiotics and new ways to combat bacterial infections. These may be by 

innovative therapeutic techniques, and the UK’s vibrant and creative scientific and commercial 

sector is at the cutting edge of these developments. A number of exciting developments are badly 

in need of support. That may initially come from traditional research grant sources—I commend 
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the initiatives that have recently been announced. Other developments may require creating 

appropriate financial incentives for investment. A major problem with antibiotics, as with many 

other therapeutics, is that relatively small amounts of drugs are used only occasionally on only a 

small proportion of the population. The market sizes are not such as to provide the incentives for 

industry to respond. Industry is very successful in responding when there are market rewards 

consistent with the high cost of developing and registering therapeutic drugs. The O’Neill report 

rightly comments on that and makes a number of exciting and creative suggestions on how to 

mobilise the creativity of industry by creating artificial marketing opportunities. 

In addition to therapeutic agents, we must do more to stimulate research on vaccine 

development. Earlier, I illustrated how important that can be in terms of aquaculture. There are 

challenges there with respect to some of the bacteria involved, but in general we have been 

extremely successful in science in developing vaccines to bacteria, and I am optimistic that 

solutions will be found and that vaccination will substantially reduce the need to use therapeutic 

interactions. 

Lastly, management systems are hugely important; I do not have time to discuss them in any 

detail, but we need more research into improved management, particularly in animal husbandry 

systems. 

In conclusion, I welcome the debate and the attention that the subject is receiving. Although only 

a proportion of the problems of antimicrobial resistance in humans is related to animal usage, 

there is a very high level of awareness in the veterinary community about this problem and a 

commitment to the responsible use of antibiotics and a reduction in the usage. The magnitude of 

this problem globally merits much more investment in research and development of vaccines, 

antibiotics, innovative therapies and new diagnostics, as well as improved management systems. 

Above all, the uncontrolled use of antibiotics, like climate change, is an issue that must be tackled 

globally. 
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GLOBAL ELIMINATION OF RABIES 

Although well controlled in Europe by fox vaccination rabies continues to kill around 60,000 

people per year globally particularly in Africa and Asia. Ninety-nine percent of these cases are 

transmitted to people via bites from domestic dogs which is surprising given that the knowledge 

and tools for rabies prevention have been around for decades. We have safe and effective 

vaccines for both humans and animals that are capable of eliminating rabies transmission but 

what is lacking is the ability to bring these resources to all the communities that need them.  

Veterinarians have a key role to play in helping to eliminate this devastating disease. 

On 24 February 2016 we co-hosted the launch of the Global Alliance for Rabies Control's "End 

Rabies Now" campaign at the House of Lords. This campaign’s target is to eliminate dog-

transmitted human rabies by 2030 and has already been successful in bringing together partners 

including the World Health Organisation (WHO), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), 

the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Veterinary Association 

who are working together to achieve this goal. 

Lord Trees supports the campaign and has been invited to become a member of the Global 

Alliance for Rabies Control’s Advisory Board. Hi is also is a member of the WHO Zoonotic 

Neglected Tropical Diseases (WHO zNTD) working group. 

 

Further information on the End Rabies Now campaign is available at: https://endrabiesnow.org  

 

Figure 2: Lord Trees questions ex-US President Jimmy Carter on stimulating funding to combat  
Neglected Tropical Diseases 
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LETTER PUBLISHED ON THE THREAT OF IMPORTED DISEASES TO UK DOGS 

In April 2016 Lord Trees and Anthony Ridge wrote a letter to the Veterinary Record in response 

to reports of an outbreak of canine babesiosis Essex in which they highlighted the risks that 

imported diseases present to UK dogs. The letter is copied below: 

THREAT OF IMPORTED DISEASES TO UK DOGS 

Alexander J. Trees and Anthony Ridge 

IT gives us no pleasure to say that the recent report of four cases of canine babesiosis from Essex 

(one of them fatal) is not a surprise (VR, February 13, 2016, vol 178, p 172; March 5, 2016, vol 

178, p 243). Since 2000 when quarantine regulations were changed and the Pet Travel Scheme 

(PETS) introduced, there has been a huge increase in the number of dogs entering the UK – either 

returning travellers or new importations. Globalisation brings many economic gains and 

improvements in quality of life but comes at a price, and that price is a reduction in biosecurity. 

In April 2000, just a few weeks after the introduction of PETS, the first travelling dog died in the 

UK of babesiosis contracted shortly before in France. In 2005, a fatal case of babesiosis in an 

untravelled dog occurred in Kent, the first apparent autochthonous case of canine babesiosis in 

the UK (Holm and others 2006). Now, in 2016, there are four cases in Essex within a few months. 

We must all be concerned that we are witnessing the emergence of a new and pathogenic 

endemic canine infection. 

With regard to disease in dogs, the hazards of dog movement fall into two broad categories, with 

different associated risks (we are not here considering the zoonotic risks, for example, from 

Echinococcus multilocularis). Dogs travelling from the UK may be exposed to diseases to which 

they are fully susceptible; this has a variable probability but is of low national impact (although 

possibly severe and fatal for the dog in question). More serious is the hazard of non-clinically but 

chronically infected dogs coming to Britain and acting as a source of endemic infection in the UK. 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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This latter scenario particularly applies to the increasing practice of bringing rescue dogs from 

continental Europe and rehoming them in the UK, as mentioned by Swainsbury and others (2016). 

Such dogs are likely to be carrying a number of subclinical but potentially pathogenic infections 

which may not be detected and which, even if treatment is given, are difficult to eliminate from a 

carrier animal. In our opinion this practice should be strongly discouraged. 

In the light of the impending relaxation of quarantine regulations, Susan Shaw and one of us (AJT) 

published in 1999 an account of the serious parasitic infections which were endemic in Europe 

but exotic in the UK and which posed a serious risk of disease to dogs (Trees and Shaw 1999). The 

authors particularly highlighted four vectorborne infections – babesiosis, ehrlichiosis, 

leishmaniosis and heartworm – and, inter alia, briefly considered the possibility of the 

establishment of each as an endemic infection. Since then, numerous publications have dealt with 

various aspects of the disease risks of growing pet travel, including to people (Bellamy and Salmon 

1999, Hoyle and others 2002, Shaw and others 2003, Guitton and Power 2005). 

The establishment, as endemic infections in the UK, of the vectorborne infections mentioned 

above requires the presence of a competent vector and, in some cases, appropriate temperature 

requirements. In the case of Babesia canis sensu lato, the two main tick vector species are present 

in the UK (Dermacentor reticulatus and Rhipicephalus sanguineus) but uncommon. D reticulatus 

has been reported in several locations across southern England and Wales and appears to have 

been the vector for transmission of the highly pathogenic Babesia canis canis in at least two cases 

in Essex (VR, March 5, 2016, vol 178, p 243). There is also evidence that R sanguineus, historically 

unusual in Britain, is now surviving in localised environments and it is increasingly reported as 

being imported via travelling dogs (Hansford and others 2014). This species transmits Babesia 

canis vogeli, which is generally regarded as a less pathogenic species than B c canis but is clearly 

potentially fatal to British dogs, as demonstrated by the case in Kent which was characterised by 

DNA sequencing as showing most similarity with B c vogeli (Holm and others 2006). Worryingly, R 

sanguineus is also the vector of Ehrlichia canis. The autochthonous transmission of heartworm 

(Dirofilaria immitis) and leishmania is much less likely but Aedes mosquitos that are competent 

vectors of Dirofilaria are present in the UK and climate modelling has shown that, in southern 

parts of England, temperatures that are permissive for the development of infective larvae may 

occur from time to time (Medlock and others 2007). The impact of climate change will influence 

these probabilities. 

Suffice to say, those who wish to take their pet dogs abroad should carefully consider the 

consequences, but if they do so they should seek veterinary advice and take all prophylactic 

precautions. The temptation to rehome rescue dogs to the UK from areas in Europe endemic for 

these infections should be resisted. The transient benefit for the individual dog should be weighed 

against the potential and enduring consequences for the UK dog population. Who wants to be the 

owner of the Trojan dog which introduces a new serious disease to the UK dog population? But, 

to mix metaphors, one fears the Trojan dog has bolted. 
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EVIDENCE OF IMPACT 

The VPRF, through the work of Lord Trees, aims to inform, advise, revise, and perhaps initiate, UK 

Government on issues relevant to the veterinary profession. This annual report sets out the range 

of activities we have undertaken this year including publication of Fact Files, contribution to 

committee business in the House of Lords, speaking in debates, raising questions to Ministers, 

hosting Parliamentary events and organising both formal and informal meetings. The extent to 

which our activities directly contribute to alterations in UK government policy and legislation 

cannot easily be quantified. Nonetheless, to provide further indication of the impact of our work, 

we include below a selection of quotes and extracts from letters received from several 

Government Ministers and Peers. 

Antimicrobial resistance 

Lord Trees spoke in a debate on drug-resistant infections on 15 September 2016. He emphasised 

the progress already made by the veterinary and agricultural sectors in combatting irresponsible 

antibiotic usage, stressed the need for a “One Health” solution and called for global action. His 

speech was referenced several times during the debate including by the government Minister 

from the Department of Health, the Labour shadow spokesperson for Health, and Lord Lansley 

(Secretary of State for Health 2010-2012) who initiated the debate. 

 “The Government will additionally set an overall target for antibiotic use in livestock and fish 

farmed for food. The use of antibiotics as an aid to growth or a prophylactic against infectious 

disease is clearly highly undesirable. As the noble Lord, Lord Trees, said, we have largely ruled it 

out within the UK and Europe but in many parts of the world it is still a major problem.” 

Lord Prior of Brampton (Conservative Peer, Minister, Department of Health) 

 “The noble Lord, Lord Trees, spoke of the responsible attitude of veterinary bodies in the UK and 

EU and the considerable progress that has been made over the past few years. I think that it is 

right to acknowledge that progress and to acknowledge the farming community as a whole for its 

general co-operation on those measures.” 

Lord Hunt (Labour Peer, Shadow spokesperson for Health) 

 “The noble Lord, Lord Trees, reminded us compellingly of what has been done in this country and 

needs to be done elsewhere. That is the essence of it: it is about taking the example of this country 

and making it global in tackling inappropriate and extensive antibiotic use in animal health, 

agriculture and the environment. That can be done, as we have demonstrated here.” 

Lord Lansley (Conservative Peer, Secretary of State for Health 2010-2012)  

  

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
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Overseas students 

On 17 November 2016 Lord Trees spoke in a debate on the application of immigration policy to 

overseas students at United Kingdom universities and colleges. He spoke of the great benefits 

overseas students bring to the UK both financially and in underpinning our centres of scientific 

excellence. He referenced the fact that 26% of the total migration figures for the year ending 

March 2016 were students, highlighted a survey showing that the UK public does not consider 

students as migrants and called on the government to explicitly identify the proportion of net 

migration which compromises students when publicising national statistics. His speech was widely 

referenced in the debate: 

“My first point, which has already been referred to by the noble Lord, Lord Trees, and others, is 

that polling has consistently shown that the British public see international students not as long-

term migrants but as valuable temporary visitors. International students arrive in the UK and 

complete their studies, and then the majority go home afterwards.” 

Lord Kennedy (Labour shadow spokesperson, Home Affairs) 

“As we have heard from the noble Lords, Lord Rees and Lord Trees, international students also 

enable programmes to be viable that would otherwise be lost through a shortage of UK students 

with appropriate skill or motivation. This is true in many of the STEM areas and in postgraduate 

studies. Universities fear losing essential revenue, but so too do they fear losing opportunities for 

learning and scholarship in areas where international students are key to numbers and continuity. 

There are considerable off-campus benefits to the community, too, including the benefits to UK 

students of becoming familiar with different countries and cultures, as we heard from the noble 

Baroness, Lady Warwick, and the noble Lord, Lord Trees.” 

Baroness Garden (Liberal Democrat Peer, Lords Deputy Chairman of Committees) 

“To echo the noble Lord, Lord Trees, in this shrinking interconnected world both educational 

experience and research strength are increasingly measured by internationalism. So to diminish 

the diversity of UK campuses would be to encourage an exodus of student, research and teaching 

talent from our shores.” 

Baroness Chakrabarti (Labour Peer, Shadow Attorney General) 

 

 

Animal welfare, non-stun slaughter and CCTV in abattoirs 

Lord Trees spoke in a debate on The Queen’s Speech: economic affairs, energy, environment, local 

government and transport on 26 May 2016. He spoke on animal welfare priorities including non-

stun slaughter and called for the compulsory introduction of CCTV in abattoirs. Lord Trees 

received a letter from Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon (Department for Transport) on 6 June 2016 

an extract from which is copied below: 

https://vprf.wordpress.com/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-11-17/debates/6E52B411-2105-449F-912E-BA6CBDABF0B0/ImmigrationOverseasStudents#contribution-C7A8A3D2-94A8-4D03-BA38-18A9B0644E49
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-11-17/debates/6E52B411-2105-449F-912E-BA6CBDABF0B0/ImmigrationOverseasStudents#contribution-C7A8A3D2-94A8-4D03-BA38-18A9B0644E49
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-05-25/debates/16052530000497/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech#contribution-16052541000022
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-05-25/debates/16052530000497/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech#contribution-16052541000022


 

 

31 VPRF Annual Report 2015/16 

January 2017 Twitter: @Vet_Policy 
Website: https://vprf.wordpress.com  

“The Government encourages the highest standards of welfare at slaughter and would prefer to 

see all animals stunned before they are slaughtered for food but we also respect the rights of the 

Jewish and Muslim communities to eat meat prepared in accordance with their religious beliefs. 

National and EU regulations contain strict requirements to protect the welfare of animals being 

slaughtered. In slaughterhouses, these requirements are monitored and enforced by Official 

Veterinarians of the Food Standards Agency to ensure that animals are spared avoidable pain, 

suffering, or distress. With regard to CCTV in slaughterhouses, the Farm Animal Welfare 

Committee (FAWC) produced an independent report on the use of CCTV in slaughterhouses which 

was published in February 2015. FAWC concluded that CCTV can offer benefits but that it cannot 

replace the need for businesses to have proper monitoring procedures in place. The FAWC report 

did not recommend legislation. Moreover, the latest estimates from the Food Standards Agency 

(FSA) are that 94% of cattle, 96% of pigs, 90% of sheep and 99% of poultry throughput now comes 

from premises with CCTV.  

Nonetheless, the Government has been exploring ways to encourage take up in the remaining 

slaughterhouses and to ensure the best use is made of CCTV.” 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon (Conservative Minister, Department for Transport) 

 

Brexit and funding for UK universities and research 

Lord Trees spoke in a debate on Brexit: Impact on Universities and Scientific Research on 3 

November 2016. He highlighted the economic value of applied research in driving technical 

innovation using the example of veterinary research into tools for the diagnosis and treatments 

of disease. He also emphasised the many short and long term benefits to the UK of international 

collaboration. 

In a letter sent on 12 December 2016 Viscount Younger of Leckie (Lords spokesperson for the 

Department of Education) said: 

“Baroness Blackstone and Lord Trees were seeking reassurance of the Government's continued 

commitment to medical and animal research. There has been no change here. The Government 

maintains its commitment to enhance the strength of our research base. We have protected the 

science resource budget in real terms as well as committing to invest in new scientific 

infrastructure on a record scale - £6.9 billion over the period 2015-2021.” 

Viscount Younger of Leckie (Lords spokesperson for the Department of Education) 
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